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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE , Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (21 7) 581-5981 · Home: (21 7) 348· 7 553

SEP 1 4 1989

89-583

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EASTERN UPDATES BOARD
MOLINE,IL--Eastern Illinois University's Alumni
Association's recently purchased facility will be named the
Linder House in honor of the Linder family of Charleston.

The

family has been associated with the University since the time
of its founding.
Naming of the Linder House was announced at the Board of
Governors of State Colleges and Universities' meeting here,
Thursday (Sept. 14).

Since President Stan Rives was out of the

state, Eastern ' s Vice President for Finance and Administration,
Dr. Verna Armstrong, represented Eastern at the Board meeting.
-more-
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ADD 1/1/1/1

Eastern received Board approval to purchase Professional
Architectural Services for Construction of Phase II of its
Fraternity/Sorority Court Buildings.

Phase I buildings are now

essentially complete and occupied by students.
I

Phase II will consist of two L-shaped buildings which will
be nearly identical to Phase I buildings in size, building
materials and construction.

It is expected that at least one

building will be completed for occupancy at the beginning of
Fall 1990.
Both Lewis and Mary Linder were active Eastern alumni
(1911 and 1915 respectively) who supported the University, the
Alumni Association, and the University Foundation throughout
their lives.
A distinguished and successful Charleston businessman,
Lewis Linder was the first person to attend Eastern from Grade
1 (1899) through both high school and college (1911).

He

received his bachelor's degree from the University of Illinois
in 1914.
He was Secretary-Treasurer of the EIU Alumni Association
in 1913-14, and was in the third year of a three-year term as a
member of the Association's Board of Directors at the time of
his death in 1971.

He was a member and past president of the

EIU Foundation.
-more-
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ADD 2/2/2/2

Mary Linder, who was a teacher in the Charleston public
school system and was associated with her brother in business,
received her bachelor's degree from the University of Illinois,
and studied at Columbia University.
She was a member of the EIU Alumni Association's Board of
Directors in 1918-19 and served as Secretary-Treasurer of the
Association in 1953-54.

She died in 1959.

Their mother, Blanche Sefton Linder, was active in
community groups supporting Eastern's creation in 1895.
The University intends to dedicate Linder House at
Homecoming on October 13-15 when many of the alumni who made
contributions to the project will be on campus.
The facility was purchased after the Charleston Area
Charitable Foundation, created by three Linder estates, awarded
Eastern's Alumni Association a $35,000 matching grant toward
the purchase of the property at 1544 Fourth Street. The award
specified that the Alumni Association had to raise $35,000 in
matching funds, which it did .
Reporting on other construction at Eastern, Rives earlier
had informed the Board that the work schedule on the new
College of Business (Coleman Hall Phase III) has been delayed
because of late steel delivery.

The University is planning

full use by Spring 1991.
He also noted in his report that the Art Studios Facility
is nearing completion and should be ready for use by
mid-November, 1989.
-more-
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EASTERN UPDATES

In addition, the Board was told that the University has
recently received notification of an additional award of
$237,150 in federal funding from the

u.s. Department of Energy

to improve and upgrade the energy management systems in the
Fine Arts Center, the University Union, and Klehm Hall.
The University is currently in the process of requesting
$322,003 in State matching funds which will be necessary to
implement the project.
The Board also approved several routine purchases.
-30-

